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spoke, I took you for a brewer, because you carry your
cooler by your side. Now, indeed, I am apt to imagine you
are some great man, because you speak so big. But be as
great as you will, sir, I must have you to know that there is
no man upon this road so great as myself; therefore pray
be quick in answering my demands, for delays may prove
dangerous." His honour now saw our gentleman was
resolute, so he and his lady even delivered up what they had
about them without more words.
The whole prize consisted of two hundred pounds in
money, three diamond rings and two gold watches. All
this being secured, Jones commanded his lordship to bid
his servants ride on some distance before, threatening him
with death if he refused; which being done, and the ser-
vants obeying, he had a fair opportunity of riding off without
being pursued.
Tom received intelligence one day that a certain gentle-
man was on the road with two hundred pounds in his
coach. This, to be sure, was a sufficient invitation for him.
He got upon a hill to wait for his customers coming,
who spied him afar off without apprehending anything.
But a steward of the gentleman, observing the behaviour
of our chapman at a distance, told his master that he
believed the man on the hill was a highwayman. " If you
please, sir," quoth he, " to trust me with your money I'll
ride by him, which I may do unsuspected, for he certainly
waits for you." The gentleman was pleased at his servant's
care, and liked his proposal very well. So giving him the
bag, the steward rode on as fast as he could, and passed by
Jones without being examined, getting out of sight before
the coach came up.
In short, the coach was stopped and the money demanded,
when our gentleman gave him about ten guineas, assuring
him that he had no more. Jones boldly named the sum he
wanted, and swore it was in the coach, the traveller as
often asserting that he was mistaken. At last the real state
of the case came into our adventurer's head; whereupon,
without taking his leave of the gentleman, he set spurs to
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